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It's o coincidence that Charles Darwin, Alexander
gk o3 Humboldt & Al::r“ed Russel Wallace ]t'rr“st begom to
& K understand evolution while explor'mg the rich tcmg le
U of life found in the tropics.

Explore the 'r“a'm](orest with an intimate and small group
of like minded nature and science enthusiasts who just
want to learn about Ecuador's ecosystems and peoples.
Well get in the thick of it; surrounded by incredible

wildlife, expo:nsive ecosystems, and enthusiastic locals.

You will meet hundreds of species 'mclud'mg birds,
R  mammuals, insects and ftsh. You will witness as theg plag
A _;_-‘ & out their lives the spectacula'rv drama that Darwin called

Thes t/zuggje%ozz existence.
Join Ncmcg Miorelli (SciBugs) & Jon Pe'r“rg (Stated

Clea'r"lgl on this 8 dag all inclusive tour that covers three
of Ecuador's Lmique ecosystems.
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7z M We'll start with a couple dags in Ecuador's :c:pcitg Quito
Z‘_ M ' 'r"id'mg 9ondolas up the neiq hbo*r"'mg mountains, getting a

sneak peek of our destinations at the botanical gardens, and
meet'mg some of the amphibians that call Ecuador home.
A0

: Then were off to the Amazon! As we cruise up the Ag warico
. {% :.

river and into the Cugabe’no River we'll be

reeted bg p'mk
. s Tiver dolph'ms, toucams, monkegs, and ilmme'r'mg
.ﬁ C { butte'r'_ﬂies. A]Cte'r" our time acqua'mt'mg ourselves with the
| w'md'mg forest trails, medicinal plcmts, and evolutiona'rg
Q-{f - theory, it's back up to the hills for our final day in the cloud
- 1

forest where tourmaline humm'mgbirds and opalescent
weevils are wait'mg to g'r“eet you.
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IMPORTANT INFO

8 N REGISTRATION CLOSES JULY 2025
I FIRST COME FIRST SERVE!
SPOTS ARE LIMITED TO 10 PARTICIPANTS!

TRIP DATES:
DECEMBER 27;2025 - JAN'3,2026

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION:
2,800 USD PER PERSON

ALL-INCLUSIVE TOUR PACKAGE!
(YOU MUST BE ON THE WAITLIST)
(AVAILBLE JUNE, 2025)

STANDARD REGISTRATION:
3,050 USD PER PERSON

ALL-INCLUSIVE TOUR PACKAGE!
(AVAILBLE JULY, 2025)

(PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE)
UPGRADES TO SINGLE ACCOMMODATIONS ARE AVAILABLE

Click M_{ﬂ Click ﬁme%cm the

| the P acking List  Cancellation Palicy



https://scibugs.wetravel.com/trips/evotour-2025-nancy-miorelli-scibugs-04121807
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ww8yC8i6dtZTYcoO4jKPNnK5rKfzGOTk/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ww8yC8i6dtZTYcoO4jKPNnK5rKfzGOTk/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ww8yC8i6dtZTYcoO4jKPNnK5rKfzGOTk/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FsKZ-QqIP7KN8R7M2psvMysdYwISsNrD/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FsKZ-QqIP7KN8R7M2psvMysdYwISsNrD/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gRTMRx-0Q-4Zgj37mg3h1Wpbwg_Wa3YK/view?usp=sharing
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(.".) | \Jon Perry is a science educator and fownder“ of the YouTube
r channel “Stated Clea'r“ll:j". There, he works with biologists and
L.I r biochemists from around to world to produce animations

that teach 9enet'tcs, evolution, and chemist'rg to the public.

His passion for biology started with a love ]tO'r“ wildlife. As a
kid, he spent much o]9 Eis summenrs camp'mg and explor'mg
the forests oJ[Tthe Great Northwest. For the past 11 years,
much o]c his free time has been spent volunteering, ﬁrst at the
Portland zoo, OR and then at Chintimini W'lelifg enter,

educat'mg the pu.bli.c about native animals, as well as work'm.g

v ! di'r“ectlg with the rehabilitation of sick and 'mj ured animals.

’ It's no accident that both Charles Darwin and Alfred Russel
Wallace 'mdependentlg discovered the process of Natural
Selection after visiting our world's tropical forests. Museums,
classroom lectures, and YouTube videos are all 9'rveat ways to

learn about evolution, but 'noth'mg beats a walk in the ju'ng le!

€ 4 CO?’l tact: Jon@StatedClea'r“lg .com

)
]- Stated Clearlg
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[ ]
Na'ncg Miorelli is a passionate, sel]c— p'r“oclaimed, PR a4

‘representative for insects. While earning her Master's degfr“ee at
the Univer"sitg o]c Georgla In E'ntomologg, it became crgstal clear
that most people did not see insects the way she did.

In attempts to combat this “kill it with fire” mentality, Nancy
started several science communication p’r“ojects 'mclud'mg a
YouTube chanmel, and co-founded the blog Ask an Entomologist
which seeks to answer the public's questio*ns about insects us'mg

scientific literature and written in a way that is both fun and
accessible.

Follow'mg her Master's, Ncmcg ﬂew to the heart o]c the
Ecuadorian cloud forest where she worked in an ecolodge
show'mg tourists the beautiful and hidden world of the smaller
majority; leading environmental education programs, guiding
tours, and giv'mg natural histo*r“lj presentations ]teatu'r"'mg Insects.

After“ two years, Ncmcg traded her lea]clj 9'r~ee'nju'n9 le ]tO'r“ the
concrete jungle of Quito where she designs her own tours under
the brand SclBu?s which {ocuses on the interconnectedness o

ecology (especial insects), geology, conservation, local culture,
and ecotourism. She is licensed in

Ecuador and has been working in
Tourism since 2015.
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http://www.youtube.com/scibugs
http://www.askentomologists.com/
http://www.scibugs.info/
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| believe that eVer'jH-\ir\j s WM '

IMPOSSIBLE t0 focus on fauna wWithout
also exploring the fora. W' im?rac_{'i(_al to
focus on E?_uador's 5101033 and ec.olc.jj
Without alse understanding the millions &
ears of jeole preceding that shaped
\%c.uador into What it s Qoola =~Plar)
cant talk about conservation wWithout also
acknowledging that the local pecple are
our most crocial allies in the batte o

save Ecuador's diverse ec.oSst’cemS.

While )| have my master's in Entomolo
U;u:}s‘) the interconnectedness of all these

facets - ﬁﬁﬁm, mloﬂ, and wnﬁmfaiﬁﬂs
what | hope to share with jou in these

tours. Youll qet a unique ex?erien(_e
exploring not ;3us4: natural history of the
ecosusterns We Visik but also confect with
loc.zRS on meaningful levels as H\ej show

us their HOMES, their conservation

pROJECTS, and their WAY OF LIVING
With the Ecuvadorian Sun:}les and forests.

:. ; ':;;_ | invite jou to ;\oir\ me on these ?ur?c.Se{:ul ,
e and unique tours of Ecuador ex?lorinj the
. mmﬁﬁ of ec.olo:jj, j@Ole\j,

natural kis%orj, conServation, and local

life.
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WHAT'S INCLUDED

o Evalution classes
Evotoun /'owma/ &f/z[ntea//s/[dexs

UV s cheduled meals

Dninkable waten

Flotels &/oa’g[ng

Domestic g/zouna’ t/zaM/ao/ztat[on
Domes t[c%/igﬂtxs + ] o/ieo:éea’ﬁag
Local guz’d%

Entnance fees

act[v[tg 12

On site octozz{o/z medical assistance
7 70/_; foxz a/a/a/wf/u'ate/s ta# & gu[af%

WHAT'S EXCLUDED
o (Ulcal a/[cﬁ,evmagm

o Aouvenins

o fauncbzy/.s,e/zv[ce
® gxt/zaﬁaggag,eﬂfw
o Unternational ainfare
o Trhauvelens insunance
o / "Ccmcz/?fozz any_ Reason %&/am a/m/wcommznded/
o CC/o/zoceAA[ng{w
LET's (ol



https://scibugs.wetravel.com/trips/evotour-2025-nancy-miorelli-scibugs-04121807
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/travel-insurance/best-cancel-for-any-reason-travel-insurance/
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/travel-insurance/best-cancel-for-any-reason-travel-insurance/
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/travel-insurance/best-cancel-for-any-reason-travel-insurance/
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AMAZON RAINFOREST
~~ WAITA LODGE CUYABENG

e ﬁ‘ The Cugabe'no reserve, the part of the Amazon Rainforest
i; “1 3/ located near the Colombian border, is home to playful

: ' dolph'ms, chatter'mg macaws, pocket sized monkegs and

2 float'mg forests! It's the secon la'rvgest Teserve of the national
|yavoe - parks in Ecuador, protecting ~6,000 kilometers of pristine

" Amazon tributaries.
o= | Welll be v'Ls'Lt'mg Waita Lodqf and it is tr“ulg in the heart of
” .+ the Amazon. Located three hours up'r“ive'r" bg boat, gou.'ll be

i Nl g'r"eeted bg dolph'ms, toucans, turtles, and d'r"ag onflies as you
D9 “ ' make your waELup the narrowing Amazon rivers. The
t'r"a'nquil lodge as a balanced mix of water activities

“‘~ & 'mclud'mg Eaddle boat'mg and canoe rides, and land based
= M activities. Learn about medicinal plcm.ts, {ollow leaf cutter ant
“S ' trails, and learn about the people and cultures that live in one

\ of the most beauti]cul places on earth.
GO



https://www.waitalodge.com/
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SUMMBRY OF PLACES. 1O

' CLOUD FOREST
' % | The Cloud fo*r“est sits between 4,000 & 8,000ft above sea

¥ level and is one O{Lthe most biodiverse areas in the world!
AN O i ¢/ H ummlngbi'rds that can O’TI[H be fo und here flit thro ugh the
ikl "~ trees and 9litte'r“'m9 insects wander around the elephant-sized
leaves. Oh - and don't ]corget to look fo*rv the orchids. The
cloud forest ls p'r"otected thanks to a patchwork of co*m'mu'nitg
effowvts.

" VOLCANIC PARAMO

Quito, Ecuador's capital, is surrounded by nature and
shrouded in historg. The high altitude Paramo ecosystem ls
where you land when frrvst arriving in Ecuador. Several
| tower'mg volcanos rise from the outskirts of the city, deserts
; s cover the expcmslve wastes o]c the north, while cobb?estone
: ,;_::" -~ roads and golden churches litter the central streets. Above
; the citg skﬁ'me is the volcano Pichincha - a beautiful'natwr“al
'r“e]tuge hous'mg dozens of Lmlque plant and bird species. And
that's just in Quito! Ecuador is covered in volcanoes which
Eou.'ll see almost at every vantage po'mt we'll be visit'mg In
cuador.

LET'S Go!
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Dec 27 /] Umagzon

Arrival into Quito. Lodging and transportation to our hotel is

included.
Dec 28-29 [ Beloved Quito

On our ]ci'r"st dag we'll explO'r“e the botanical ga'r"dens and
natural histora museum to give you a sneak peek of the
ecosystems we || be visiting over the next week. Then it's OEE to
Wikiri - a frog sanctuary and breeding center to learn about
one of Ecuador's conservation pr-ojects.

:

On our second dag we'll visit the Rumipamba museum to learn
about Quito’s cultures bejo"r“e the Incan and Spanish invasions.
To ]c'mish off our Quito adventure, we'll ride the 9ondolas up the
neighboring volcano Pichincha to get a bird's eye view of the
citg and become acqua'mted with the high altitude Paramo.

LDec 30// Trhavel to the Clmadzon

Leav'mg Quito, welll ﬂg to the small town o[f Coca where welll trg
some palm weevil larvae as a snack at the local market! Then it's
a boxed lunch and we make our way up the Ag uarico and

Cuyabeno rivers to our home away from home deep in the heart 4
o]c the Amazon. 2 P -

LSl
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A - LDec 37 - gan / // CZmadzon Uduventwre
The Cugabeno Reserve is burst'mg with ﬂora and bustl'm%with

fauna. Dolphins dance around the canoe, monkeys howl jrom
their perches, parrots lick clay from the river, frogs call the
rains, caimans watch the lagoons, and insects rule the night.

Activities will be conducted depending on the current day's
weather. As it tends to rain in the Amazon at least once a daH
we will schedule the outdoor activities around the rain and
around the times the animals tend to be most active.

ADcheduled Uctivitios Fnee Jime Uctivities

-Evolution Classes - Paddle boa'r“d'mg
- Nature hikes - Pirafa Fish'mg
- N'Lg ht hikes - Cook'mg classes

- Canoe safaris

- Paddle canoe safaris

- Observation tower

- Traditional New Year's Celebrations

Henenal Dchedule

6:00 am: B'L'r“cl'mg canoe safa'r“i

8:00 am: Breakfast

10:00 am: Waita's scheduled activity
1:30 pm: Lunch

2:30 pm: Free time

6:00pm: Evolution classes

/:00 pm Waita's scheduled activity
8:00 pm: Dimner
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Qan 3// ﬁeaving the CZma}on

Our last dag in the Amazon before we have to say 9oodbge!
Welll start o fwith one f'mal mom'mg activitg before mak'mg
our way to Coca where welll spend the nig ht at Auca hotel.

AU.CCI. hCI.S a beautiful 9a'r“den cmd fre

cLuentlH Tescues wildlife.
Look out fo*rv the tortoises and aqg utts ang 'mg out on the
grvou'nds.

Qan 4 [/ 772057,‘% IMountains

Our dag o]c fa'r“ewells will start with a lig ht back to Quito.
Then were oﬁ down the mountain to the cloud forest for our

lastjwng le hurrah. Here dwell 9lass ]crogs, opalesce'nt beetles,
and tourmaline hu'mm'mg birds.

Phlease note this a

nenalized itinenany and it is subject to
change due to ava%iﬁtg f/id weathen. {On case 07{ rj{fae;

gres,
similan accommodations and activities willbe.substituted.

Udd-on towws willbe made available

e, the hest thing we can d,

esd T

-3, . ]
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) | \'\j"f“’@' We will be a small group of travelers. The group will be capped at
WA 077" 12 people to ensure an intimate experience with the instructors,
2 & . Plocal guides, and nature. Learning will happe'n on and o]c]t the
ﬁs@'/ -\ / trails, both ]tm“mallg and 'mfomaﬂg f'rom your instructors,

é/ . \‘ 9uides, and most likelg each other!

2 s /f.’. .
= ﬁcy Think of this tr“i[) like summenr camp but with way better food! The
)‘S*éﬁﬁ?-*“%: cabins are simple but co'mfo'r’cable and the hot water fo'rv the

shower is solar heated.

o A

My

ngz’fwéfwﬁ

S B

ety €

\f’?-‘. {j’:fl;k“} 1 .

Rl You'l PT“ObablH et wet! It is the *RAIN*forest afte'r“ all. You can

PY,_”’Z decide your p'r“e?em"ed method of staying dry ... or acceEt'mg your

j Late. By that token, it can also be sunmy and hot, so make sure to

/.8 ring a lot of water and comfortable clothes.

e < Trail conditions can be muddy and slippery depending on the

S amount o]c'r“a'm we get du'r“'mg our stay. Well also be in the hills
and at altitude. VWe recommend you being physically fit enough

to do short walks over diﬁicult terrain and up to 2 mile walks on
flat terrain.

CIrwe
ensic!
n pary
mer ,/



_ We will have two long travel dags. The fi'r"st will be entering
A the Amazon where we'll leave Quito in the ea'r“lg mom'mg and
’ flg to Coca. Welll then have a 2 hour bus ride to to the pickup
point and then a 3 hour canoe ride to the lodge. We'll leave
Quito around 7:30am and get to the lodge around Spm.
When we leave the lodg e, welll ove'r“nig ht in Coca. A]Cter lunch
we ll have our 3hr canoe ride to the pickup po'mt and the 2
hour bus ride to Coca. [Iif you get carsick please cmticipate
these long bus rides and take the necessary p'r“ecautions to
ensure you have a pleascmt voyage. I know it's a trek - but i]t
you want to see amaz'mg animals, you have to go to where

theg live!
Mast of all -
you can ,eX/a,ect w,eﬂﬁaue%u

P
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GENERAL ADVICE ABOUT ECUADJOR
 The Ubtitude

~Quito sits right about 9,000 ft (2,800 m). It's not
Por ou to feel monre tired than usual and you
mig ht f'md a flig%lt o]( stairs takes your breath away. T?lis ls

normal - so don't wowg! Just take it easy and drink a lot o]c
water!

!

Other Normal Sg'r_nptoms
o Waking up in the middle of the night
. Gett'mg dehgd'r"ated quicklg
e Tingly fingers / lips.
e Headaches

o NClLlSQCl

*Please note that alcohol may aﬁect you diﬁere'ntlg than
normal at altitude.

Alwags communicate how gou"r"e feel'mg with your 9uide. If
you need to take a b'rveather"just say so!

Veg ans and vegeta'r"ians may f'md that theg have trouble at
altitude. Talk to your travel doctor about tak'mg lron
supplements before and dwr“'mg your trip.
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Jhe Weathen — Chickhons fon the Packing List

While Ecuador is on the equator - O'nl.l:j certain parts are warml!

D'r"ess'mg n lal:Jer"s In keg. lways br'mg aJacket with youno

matter how sunmy it is outside! Weather can chcmge ere in an
mstant.

The H 'Lg hlands:

BRI the highlands, like Quito and Papallacta, nightly temperatures

can dvop below 45°F (7°C). Duri*ng the dag, average tempervatu'rves
are around 70°F (23°C) but the sun is strong! Wear sunscreen
even if younormally dont. (take it from someone who's been
burned a few too many times). Some mountains like Cotopaxi have
snow! If youre planming on going up even some of the smaller

3 volcanoes like Pichincha or t 'r“ough the Papallacta Pass it's best to

b'r“'mg gloves, scarf, and a hat.

The Cloud Forest:

Haljway between here and there - the cloud jorest is temperate
but mu 9y. At 'nig ht it can still get cool and the humidity makes it

{eel colder than it is. During the day it gets up to around 80°F
27°C) and at 'nig ht can d'r“op down to 50°F (4°C)

The Amazon:

When were in the boats in the amazon you'll want sandals, shorts,
and a t-shirt. When walk'mg around in the ju‘ng le gou'll want long
pants as a preventative against insect bites. Well be provided rain
ponchos ]tO'r“ our inevitable showers in the raln]corest.
Temperatures are a bit warmer in the Amazon ranging from

about 70°F (23°C) at 'nlg ht and 90°F (32°C) duﬂ*ng the dcuj.

Most hotels do not have heat'mg or ai'rv—conditiong in Ecuador.


https://www.degreesymbol.net/
https://www.degreesymbol.net/
https://www.degreesymbol.net/
https://www.degreesymbol.net/
https://www.degreesymbol.net/
https://www.degreesymbol.net/
https://www.degreesymbol.net/
https://www.degreesymbol.net/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ww8yC8i6dtZTYcoO4jKPNnK5rKfzGOTk/view?usp=drive_link

JUNE-SEPTEMBER GENERALIZATION OF ECURDOR'S DECEMBER-MARCH
A o R . VEATHER PATTERNS =

| ;
. ' APRILMAY & OCTOBER/NOVEMBER |
A TRANSITION SEASON .

Mnsects & ﬂzo%z'cé/ Diseases

The H'Lg hlands:
The Andean mountains in the "Sierra” 'r"e(cj; ion are devoid of insect

vectored diseases. Right now - above 7,000 ]tt (2,700 m) is

completelg safe.

i - The Cloud Forest:
AV, S'Ltt'mg between 4,000 - 8000 ]tt (1,200 m - 2,000 m) the cloud
P . forest is relatively safe. There have NOT been reported cases of
- malaria, denque fever, chikungunya, yellow fever, or chagas.
Rumonred cases o{ leishmaniasis have Eeen mentioned but nothing
yet confl'r“med. Blac jlies defmitelg like your ankles - so rubber
boots are recommended.




The Amazon:
Qutbreaks of chikung unya and deng ue ]teverv have been 'r"epor”cecl
however it is not a common occurrence.

Malaria: In the area of the Amazon in which we are visit'mg -
cases of Malaria have not been repo*r*ted in the past ten years.

Yellow Fever: Recent cases of yellow fever have not been reported.
You can be vaccinated aqg ainst yellow l];ever". If you are vlsit'mg
other countries (ex. Costa R'Lca;la]cter cuador youmay be
'r"equl'rved to show |c>'r"oo]c of your vaccination aqg ainst Yeﬁjow Fever.
This vaccination is not required to enter Ecuador.

" Zika: Only a handful of cases have been reported in Ecuador and
onlg on the coast.

&ig_ger_s: The larval stage of mites. Theg do not carry any
diseases, but having had them mgselg, are defmitel? no fun and

EASILY p’r“eventable. When you et back from the 'Leld, take your
clothes off and take a shower BEFORE lying in your bed. Welll

9ive youa "chigger p'r“evention chat" at the lodge.

It's alwags recommended to be cautious!

Visit your doctor to see the latest CDC recommendations. Be up to
date on all of your vaccines. Wear protective clothing (long sleeves
/ long pants) and insect repellent

| Click hars fon the Packing List


https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/destinations/traveler/none/ecuador
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ww8yC8i6dtZTYcoO4jKPNnK5rKfzGOTk/view?usp=drive_link

From the concrete jungle Visiting the Amazon has been a
(NYC) to the world's most dream of mine fO"r“ years and this
biodiverse jungle, there are  tourmade it come true. It has
no words to describe how been so much more wonderful
AMAZING this experience than I dared to hope! Seeing so
was. | hank you Ncmcg, many ];ascinati'ng species in life
Waita Lodge, and my jungle  which [ had only watched on
family for the memories. screens before was incredible!

~§Zzanne B2004 ~7€ozzg, 2023J

- *C~"Spending time with y'all in the Amazon made me feel 2"
= ?, like the world was brand new again. The layers upon ?
f lagers of ecological complexitg that you, Jon, an (
(| Diego walked us through was jaw dropping, even for /
) someone like me who studies biological complexitg fo*rv a g ‘
4 living. s
| |
il The layers of logistical complexity behind organizinga r
l tr“ip like this was equallg su'r“prising but I think I speala ,l;
for- the whole group in saying that we were always L
conficle'nt that you had ever thi'ng under control, which ?
let us relax cmciJ enjoy the 'r“i(?e. f
Thank you so much for a wonderful tour! i
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Thank you fo*r sha*r'mg
I came to learn about your knowledge, your
bugs and went away experiences, and your
inspired and immersed kindness. But mostly,
in enti'rvelg new worlds Thank you ]co'rv br'mg ing
ancient, moist, and this group of People
minuscule. You togethe’r! I have a new
connected us to the family who appreciates
Ecuadorian people like I me and muy unigueness!
never could have ~ 772 W0
expected.

~ Bhane, 2023

This has been the best trip I have ever been on! Thank

ou so much. To share this experience with a group of
like minded people has been deeply encouraging and
made this trip more than just a destination.

~ (tox 2024

Thank you fo*r“ coordinatin
this amazing trip. [ had the time of my life at every
location we visited. Ecuador is a beauti]cul country with

such a rich history an ecology. I will be bragging about
trip ]tor years to come. |

~y
Brian, 2023
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One's destination is never a place
but a new way of see'mg th'mgs.

~ Benny TMillen

The philosophical studg of nature
" endeavors, in the the vicissitudes of
phenome'na, to connect the present
with the past.”

~Ublexanden Fumbaoldt
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